
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Winnersh Village Fete: What a Glorious Day! 

 
 

The Winnersh Village Fete on 14
th
 June, the first for over 35 years, was a 

real success and was enjoyed by both participants and visitors alike.  We 
were very fortunate that we had great weather, especially given the rest of 
the summer, and the inflatable obstacle course, bungee running and 
climbing tower proved to be very popular.  Also the Circus School and 
camouflaged vehicle from REME at Arborfield were kept very busy.   

Many local organisations and groups from within the village ran stalls and 
performed in the arena: many thanks to you all.  The fete raised over £2500 
for local causes as well as providing a great opportunity for residents of 
Winnersh and Sindlesham to get together for an enjoyable afternoon. 

We would like to give special thanks to Creative Directions (located at the 
Winnersh crossroads) who produced the posters and programmes for us 
and the Wokingham Air Cadets who did an excellent job of manning the car 
park.  

Work has already begun on a Winnersh Fete for 2009 – the date for your 
diary is Saturday 20

th
 June.  Nearly all the stallholders gave us feedback 

and of these everyone wanted to “do it again”.  If you or your organisation 
weren’t there this year but would like to take part in 2009 do let us know 
and we will add you to our list of contacts.  Also if you’d be willing to help 
with the organisation please get in touch as we’ll be moving forward in the 
next few weeks and need some help!  Remember it’s your fete so please 
get that date in your diary now! 
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Have your sayé 
Tell the Winnersh Parish 
Council your ideas, suggest a 
solution to a problem or 
express your concerns.  
Celebrate a kindness and 
share a triumph. Why not share 
your thoughts by attending a 
Parish Council Meeting?  
 
 

Winnersh Parish Council 
Winnersh Community Centre 
New Road, Sindlesham, 
Wokingham, RG41 5DU 
Phone: 0118 978 0244 
Email: clerk@winnersh.gov.uk 
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A Date to Remember: óChristmas Lightsô 
 

The Christmas lights will be switched on at the Bearwood 
Recreation Ground at 6:30 on Wednesday 17th December 2008 

ü Singing, fireworks and free refreshments 

Join in with singers from Bearwood and Winnersh Primary Schools. 
Come and have a glass of mulled wine (or soft drink) and a mince 
pie with friends and families from the village.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Fete Committee would like to thank the following local companies for donations and prizes ... 
 
... and also all the stallholders and arena performers: 

AVC Catering 
Bearwood Playgroup 
Bearwood Primary 
         Parent Teacher Association 
Bearwood Primary School  
         Maypole dancing 
Citrus Studio 
Community Wardens & Junior 
         Community Wardens 
Diddy Ducks Toddler Group 
Fairtrade Campaign 
Family Information Service WBC 
Greenwood Pre-school 
Guide Dogs 
Guides & Brownies 
Loddon Valley Leisure Centre 

 

Reading ME Support Group 
ME & FMS Volunteers 
Mini IQ 
Prospect Estate Agency 
Rainbow Community Centre 
SALGO 
Sandhurst band 
Scouts 
Shinfield Shambles Morris Dancers 
Sophie for Adventure Lifesigns 
St Mary’s Church 
Thames Valley GoldWing Owners’ Club 
The Finishing Touch  
Usborne Books 
War Games Club 
Winnersh & District Historical Society 
 

Chairman's Update 

Welcome to the third edition of Winnersh Matters.  I hope that you have had a good summer – despite the 
weather!  A highlight for many of us was the Winnersh Village Fete held in June which thankfully benefitted 
from excellent weather.  All those attending seemed to thoroughly enjoy themselves so we’re going to 
repeat the event next year on June 20th and hopefully it will become an annual event. 

Over the summer the play facilities at the Bearwood Recreation Ground were extended thanks to a grant 
from the BIG Lottery Fund and I think that we now have one of the best play areas in the district.  Also the 
final stage of the Community Hall refurbishment was completed – please do come and have a look if you 
haven’t visited it lately. 

Winnersh and Sindlesham seem to have had a quiet summer and even the pace of housing development 
has slowed, albeit that this may be temporary due to the economic slowdown over the past year.  The 
Council will still be lobbying to make sure that the necessary infrastructure comes with any development 
and especially that the traffic impact of proposed major sites in Wokingham and Arborfield is mitigated by 

building the Winnersh relief road. 

John Southgate     Winnersh Parish Council Chairman 

Winnersh NAG 
Winnersh Primary School dancers 
Winnersh Women’s Institute 
Wokingham District Veteran Trees       
        Association 
Wokingham Trefoil Guild 
You Burn First band 
Youth Services WBC 

Cyclezone 
Loddon Valley Leisure Centre 
Planet 100 
Nirvana / Pulse 8 
Prospect Estate Agency 
Thames Valley Cars 
Vish News 
Winnersh Garden Centre 
 

 

Winnersh Litter Pick 

Residents of Winnersh gathered at Sainsbury’s on Saturday 18th October to join a “litter pick” organised by 
Winnersh Parish Council with the Winnersh Neighbourhood Action Group (NAG).   

Twenty five people turned out on a bright dry 
morning to help clean up the streets of 
Winnersh.  Councillors and NAG members 
were joined by Junior Community Wardens 
from Bearwood Primary School (see picture) 
and other residents to tackle the rubbish 
dropped in some of the untidiest roads.   

Over 20 bags of rubbish were collected from 
streets which included Arbor Lane, Bathurst 
Road, Chatsworth Road, and parts of Robin 
Hood Lane, King Street Lane and the 
Reading Road.  

The Parish Council and NAG decided to 
organise the litter pick after surveys put litter 
near the top of the agenda for many 
Winnersh residents.   



Committee Focus: Recreation & Amenities  

The Recreation and Amenities Committee (R&A) are continuing the work that was commenced last year in 
respect of enhancing the facilities that are available to our community.  The bar improvements have been 
met with general approval and its facilities are now in regular use in conjunction with hiring of the hall.  To 
make the hall a more desirable venue the toilets have now been renovated and this completes the 
redecoration of the entire community hall building.  Sadly, and in common with a number of Winnersh 
residents, the hall was flooded earlier in the year, which resulted in the need for remedial work to the floor.  
It is now as good as new and supporting salsa and other dancing activities. 

The new play area has been opened for the use of children of all abilities.  Funded by the BIG Lottery Fund 
it has proved very popular and is being enjoyed by people travelling in from outside Winnersh as well as 
those living more locally.   

Jill Plant           Chair of the R&A Committee 

Local Heroes: Josh and Steve take the Lead 

 
 
Winnersh Neighbourhood Action Group (NAG) 

The Winnersh NAG is alive and working well for the community of Winnersh.  The NAG is made up of 
volunteer residents, school representatives, officers of Wokingham Borough Council, Parish and Borough 
Councillors and Thames Valley Police officers, all working together for a better Winnersh. 

The NAG’s objectives are to improve community policing, community safety and community spirit, working 
on key issues identified by Winnersh residents via periodic surveys.  Currently the key issues are 
inappropriate parking, litter and speeding and we are also working on the underlying courses of anti-social 
behaviour. 

Notable successes over the past year have included the Battle of the Bands (to be repeated next year), the 
Kaos Club for under 18s and a Family Scavenger Hunt held at Dinton Pastures.  If you would like to get 
involved please get in contact (see back page). 

Allotment Competition Winners 

The winners of the annual parish allotment 
competition were presented with certificates and 
garden centre gift vouchers at September’s Parish 
Council meeting. 

The picture shows (from left) winners Robert Wigley 
(2

nd
 place), Jim Dyke (3

rd
 place) and Geoff Harper 

(1
st
 place) with WPC Chairman John Southgate and 

competition judge Les Moody. 

Les Moody commented on the very high standards 
achieved this year and that there were several 
other plots that came close to winning. 

The demand for allotments has gone up 
dramatically over the past few years and there is 
now a waiting list of about 35 Winnersh residents 
as well as people from outside Winnersh. 

So what do you think of the new play equipment 
in Allnatt Avenue? And do you know how it got 
there? 

We would like to introduce you to two of our 
local heroes Josh Bailey and Steve Pithers.  
They decided that their playground did not allow 
them to have as much fun as it use to so they 
took on a campaign to get Wokingham Borough 
Council to put in additional equipment. 

The Council came up trumps and the lads, plus 
a large number of their friends, have been 
swinging ever since. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whatôs on at the Rainbow Community Centre? 

We have a little treasure within our midst!  The community support staff and the Centre Forward 
Community Action Group have been busy developing a schedule of events that should cater for all tastes.  
From street dancing to line dancing, from boxing to parent and toddler groups, the community centre is 
home to activities for the young and old.  If you wish to kick the smoking habit or meet friends at the 
Colours Café you should be checking out the well-kept secret.  Incidentally coming activities are adult 
learning clubs, book clubs, short mat bowls and Tai chi.  

If you want to attend an event or if you can offer Winnersh an activity phone Jodie Dymock on 
07738 119377 or why not just call round to meet the staff and get involved? 

 

Useful Contacts 

Thames Valley Police 
For urgent matters dial 999 - anything else dial 0845 8 505 505  
Local police: Sgt Tim Woolford, PC Marc Robinson  
PCSO’s: Wayne Plowright and Shelley Townsend 
 
Community Wardens 
Emma LeRoy  Emma.LeRoy@wokingham.gov.uk 
Lesley McCambridge Lesley.McCambridge@wokingham.gov.uk  
   or phone 0118 974398  
 
Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator Thames Valley Police 
Christine Seal           Christine.Seal@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk   
Crime Stoppers          0800 555 111 
 
Winnersh NAG (Neighbourhood Action Group) 
Email:   Winnersh.nag@talktalk.net 
Website:   www.seeds.org.uk/winnersh.nag 
Mobile phone: 07956 198 573 
 
WRAP (Winnersh Residents for Action on Planning) 
Email   WRAP@talktalk.net 
Website  www.seeds.org.uk/wrap  
 
Sainsburyôs shopping trolley hot line:    0800 316 1241 
 
Flooding:  Seek advice from the Borough Council and contact 

Thames Water on 0845 9200 800 

Why not hire our hall, bar or other rooms for your group,  
family or company event? 

 

WINNERSH COMMUNITY CENTRE HALL  
offers: 

 

   X capacity for 190 people (150 for seated meal)   X licensed bar            
   X professional catering available  X kitchen  
   X recently redecorated throughout  X facilities for disabled 
 X a pleasant greenfield setting X car parking 
 

 

The John Grobler Room, the Allnatt Pavilion and (at suitable times) the bar alone can be hired for 
smaller events.  Contact the Parish Clerk on 0118 978 0244 for details and availability. 

Council Meetings 

Winnersh Parish Council 
meetings are usually held on the 
second Tuesday of each month 
(except August), commencing at 
7.45 pm in the John Grobler 
Room at the Winnersh 
Community Centre, Bearwood 
Recreation Ground, Sindlesham. 

There is a Public Session near 
the beginning of the meeting 
when residents can ask 
questions and express their 
views.  You are always welcome 
to attend. 

 

Wokingham Borough Council 

If you have issues that concern 
Wokingham Borough Council you 
can attend one of their meetings at 
Shute End in Wokingham on the 
last Thursday of the month at 8.00 
pm. 

Winnersh Matters is published by Winnersh Parish Council, Winnersh Community Centre, New Road, Sindlesham, RG41 5DU.  
Editorial Board: Councillors Malcolm Armstrong, John Southgate, Judith Wilkins 
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