
December 2022 weather summary 

Cold and dry first half of month but wet and mild second half with sunshine near normal 

Rainfall: 69.1mm (102% of normal).  

Rainfall was slightly above normal but the first half of the month with only 1.1mm was the driest on 

record going back 101 years. The second half of the month began in the grip of the Artic cold snap, but 

rainfall totals soon mounted up from 18th when the Atlantic influence took control and was the wettest 

December period since 2013, with flood alerts issued for the Emmbrook on 23rd and 24th and River 

Loddon 24th/25th, 29th and again on 1st January. 

As the cold Artic air gave way to the mild Atlantic air on the 18th there was a short period of freezing rain 

around 10:00 hours that caused ice to form on untreated surfaces. 

The wettest day was 14.5mm (22nd), closely followed by 14.3mm on 18th. Many wetter days have 

occurred recently in December including 2018 to 2021 which had higher falls. 

The number of rain days (0.2mm or more), were 15 (2 less than average), and the lowest since 2016. The 

number of wet days (1.0mm or more) was 10 days (1 less than normal), again the lowest since 2016. 

However, falls of 5mm or more totalled 5 days, (average). 

The longest period with no measurable rainfall was two periods of 6 days (5th to 10th and 12th to 17th 

December).  

3 - months (October – November - December) 

The last 3 months total has decreased slightly, when compared to the Autumn period (September to 

November), which was the 6th wettest in the last 101 years with a total of 283.6mm (136%) to 125% of 

normal with a total of 278.6mm. However, the period was the 12th wettest in 101 years. 

The monthly totals were October 86.0mm (111%), November 123.5mm (158%) and December 69.1mm 

(102%). 

12 months (January to December 2022) 

The past 12 months, providing the 2022 annual total, has increased significantly with such a wet Autumn 

period and now stands at 612.6mm that is 88% of normal. The 2022 annual total stands as the driest 

32nd year when compared with the past 101 years  

Temperature: 

The mean maxima were 7.2c (-1.2c below normal). This was the first December to have a mean maxima 

below average since 2010 and was the 7th lowest mean maxima temperature in the past 41 years. It was 

also the lowest since 2010 (3.4c) which remains the coldest in the past 41 years. 

The highest maximum temperature was 13.6c (30th), which is 5.7c above the average for that date. 

However, during the 11-day Artic cold snap (7th to 17th) there were two freezing days with a maximum 

on 12th of minus 0.3 and 11th minus 0.1c This period included almost 70 hours of continuous air frost 

ending at 1142 hr on 13th.  



The mean minima were 0.8 (-2.5c below normal). This was the lowest mean minima, in December since 

the very cold 2010 and the 5th lowest in the past 41 years. 1981 with minus 2.4c remains the lowest 

during this period. The highest minimum for this December was 8.7c on 31st.   

The lowest minimum was minus 7.1c (15th). This was the 12th lowest minimum temperature recorded 

during December in the past 41 years. However, minus 14.2c remains the coldest recorded on 13th 1981. 

The mean temperature was 4.0c (-1.9 below normal), which was the lowest since 2010 and the 6th 

coldest in the past 41 years, with 2010 (0.5c) remaining as the coldest.  

The lowest grass minimum recorded was -11.1c (15th). There were 20 ground frosts this was 2 more than 

normal. 

There were 13 air frosts, which is 3 days more normal, the most in December since 2010 when there 

was 23. 

The last 3 months - (October – November - December) 

The 3-month period indicates a mean maxima of 12.5c (+0.9c), making it warmest since 2015 and the 4th 

warmest this millennium. 

The 3-month period indicates a mean minima of 6.0c (+1.1c), making it the mildest, (equal with 2021) 

since 2015 and the 4th mildest, (equal with 2014 and 2021) this millennium. 

12 months (January to December 2022) 

The mean maxima over the 2022 year equated to 16.4c (+1.9c above normal), making it the warmest in 

at least 41 years. 

The mean minima over the 2022 year equated to 7.1c (+0.7 above normal), making it the mildest since 

2006 and the 2nd mildest this millennium. 

The mean over the 2022 year equated to 11.9c (+1.5c above normal), making it the warmest in at least 

41 years. 

Sunshine: 62.8 hours (104% of normal) 

Sunshine was slightly above normal, and the highest December total since 2019. However, there were 

13 sunless days (2 more than normal). 

There were 7 days with 5.0 hours or more (2 days above normal), and the highest since 2015 (equal with 

2016 and 2019).  

The sunniest day was 6.9 hours (8th), which was higher than November 2022’s sunniest day. 

The last 3 months - (October – November - December) 

The 3-month period recorded 296.4 hours (121% of normal) of bright sunshine.  

Thunder; there was 0 day with thunder heard. 

Hail; there was 0 days with hail. 



Snow falling 2 days with snow falling (normal). Snow lying at 0900 GMT 6 days (5 days more than 

normal) 

Fog; at the 0900am observation there was 1 day with fog observed (1 day less than normal) 

Storms 

There were no named storms during December. The highest wind gust was 60km/hr (SSW’ly) on 31st  

Wind direction (at 0900am observation GMT) 

N 12.9% E 0.0% S  9.7% W 0.0% Calm 29.0% 

NNE        3.2% ESE 0.0% SSW 16.1% WNW    3.2% 

NE         12.9% SE 3.2% SW  0.0% NW        3.2% 

ENE         3.2% SSE 3.2% WSW  0.0% NNW 0.0% 

 

 

Photo:   – Ice formations on Wilderness Road Earley during the cold snap on 17th December 2022. 

 

  


