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WINNERSH PARISH COUNCIL  

Winnersh Community Centre 
New Road, Sindlesham 

Wokingham, Berks, RG41 5DU 
www.winnersh.gov.uk 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WINNERSH PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON TUESDAY 21st MARCH 2023 AT 7:30pm 

AT THE WINNERSH COMMUNITY CENTRE 
 

 
Councillors:  
 Cllr D Green (Chairman) 

Cllr J Boadu   Cllr L Doyle   Cllr S Hanna 
Cllr G Harper   Cllr R Nicholson  Cllr F Obileye 
Cllr R Shepherd-Dubey Cllr J Southgate  

      
Officers: 

 Marcia Milsom, Clerk 
  
           

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Bray and Fishwick. 
 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
 
None. 
 

3. CLERK’S REPORT 
 
The Clerk’s report was attached as Appendix 1. Noted. 
 

4. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
 
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 21st February 2023 be 
confirmed and signed.   
 
Cllr Southgate expressed his thanks to Cllr Fishwick for the update on the diversion 
route. 
 

5. PUBLIC SESSION 
 
There were no members of the public present. 
 
 

http://www.winnersh.gov.uk/
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6. COMMUNICATIONS/CORRESPONDENCE 
 
The following items of correspondence had been received and were noted: 
 

• Open invitation to RBFRS Armed Forces Veteran’s Hub Event on Friday 24th March 
at Crowthorne Fire Station – poster attached at Appendix 3.  

• Invitation to attend Friendship Alliance Ambassador Forum Zoom meeting on 28th 
March.  The aim of the forum is to collaborate further with individuals and groups 
offering services and activities which support older people to overcome social 
isolation and loneliness.  We will look to identify what is available and, where 
possible, address gaps in provision.  We'd like attendees to share any new 
programmes of work and share their experiences and good practices with others.  
(Meeting details available from the Clerk.)   

• Freedom of Information request regarding elections and current Councillors 
(when/how they joined Winnersh PC).  The Clerk has responded with the relevant 
information.  

• Confirmation of attendance of Mayor to Annual Parish Meeting. 
 

7. MEETINGS OF COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL  
 
i. Recreation & Amenities Committee 

 
It was RESOLVED to accept the minutes of the Recreation & Amenities Committee 
meeting held on 7th March 2023 as a true record - attached as Appendix 4.   

 
a. It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation that a 2000mm recycled 

plastic bench with engraving be purchased to commemorate the coronation of 
HM King Charles III with the following text - “Celebrating HM Charles III 
Coronation – 6th May 2023”.  The bench would be installed in the toddler play 
area in place of an existing damaged bench.   
It was AGREED that the total project budget be set at £1,000.00 including 
ground fixing kit, engraving, installation and disposal of existing bench, and 
would be funded from CIL reserves. 
The Clerk would ensure that regular maintenance of all benches was included 
in the Caretaker’s work schedule. 

 ACTION: CLERK 
b. It was RESOLVED not to accept the recommendation that the Council would 

install a water sub-meter for Pavilion House.  This would be reviewed at a future 
date if necessary. 

c. It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation that 3 signs as per the 
design at Appendix 5 be purchased at a cost of £125.00 + VAT and installed on 
Bearwood Recreation Ground at the 3 pedestrian entrance points: from the car 
park, from the bridge from Bearwood Road and from Mole Road near the 
roundabout with King Street Lane/Bearwood Road.  It was agreed that a 
maximum budget of £400.00 be allocated for installation and the total cost of 
the project be taken from CIL reserves. 

ACTION: CLERK 

 
Cllr Shepherd-Dubey joined the meeting at 8.05pm. 
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ii. Planning & Transport Committee 
 

It was RESOLVED to accept the minutes of the Planning & Transport Committee 
meeting held on 6th March 2023 as a true record - attached as Appendix 5. 

 
iii. Finance & General Purposes Committee 

 
It was RESOLVED to accept the minutes of the Finance & General Purposes 
Committee meeting held on 17th January 2023 as a true record – attached as 
Appendix 6. 

 
a. It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendation to write off the outstanding 

balance of £840.58 for RCars.  
ACTION: ASST. CLERK 

 
Cllr Southgate noted that the Q3 accounts were attached to the minutes and it was 
RESOLVED to accept these. 

 
8. LOCAL ELECTIONS 

 
The Clerk had advised that local elections were due to take place on Thursday 4th May 
2023 and all current Parish Councillors must complete the relevant nomination papers if 
they wished to re-stand.  The closing date for submission to WBC was 4th April 2023 
and nomination packs were available on the WBC website or from the Parish Office.   
 
The Sindlesham Room had again been designated as a polling station. 
 
A Councillor recruitment flier was attached at Appendix 8 and had been placed on the 
WPC website and social media, local noticeboards and had been sent to all schools for 
electronic distribution. Copies were also available in the Parish Office. Noted. 
 

9. QUESTIONS 
 
None received. 
 

10. REPORTS OF COUNCLLORS/OFFICERS REPRESENTING THE COUNCIL ON 
OTHER BODIES. 
 

• Cllr Hanna had attended the Borough Parish Liaison meeting on 6th February 2023.  
The Clerk was asked to circulate the minutes. 

 
• Cllrs Southgate, Doyle and the Clerk had attended the WBC Community Futures 

Event.  The event had been facilitated by an independent organisation with a view 
to identifying the strengths and weaknesses within WBC to help develop a plan.  
The Clerk was asked to circulate the notes when they were received. 

ACTION: CLERK 
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11. REPORTS FROM WBC WARD AND PARISH COUNCILLORS 
 
i. A written report from Ward Councillors was attached at Appendix 9. Noted. 

 
Cllr Shepherd-Dubey reported that she had attended a meeting on the potential 
relocation of Royal Berkshire Hospital.  Possible sites under discussion were the 
Shinfield Science Park or Thames Valley Park.  The project was being funded by 
central government and a convalescence hospital was also being investigated.  She 
had asked for a presentation to be given to Winnersh Parish Council. 

 
Cllr Southgate raised a query on the LCWIP item and Cllr Shepherd-Dubey 
suggested that he liaise with Cllr Fishwick. 

 
ii. There were no verbal reports from Parish Councillors on matters within their wards. 

 
12. CAPITAL PROJECT UPDATE 

 
An update on 2022-23 capital projects was attached at Appendix 10.  Noted. 
 
The Clerk advised that the access control system was ready to be activated once the 
fobs were distributed to regular hirers.  The Clerk was asked to ensure that the option to 
keep the doors unlocked during bookings was available. 

ACTION: CLERK 

 
13. MEMORIAL BENCH POLICY 

 
A draft policy was attached at Appendix 11.  The Clerk was asked to add “This policy 
will be reviewed every 2 years” to the policy.   

ACTION: CLERK 
 
It was RESOLVED that with the above amendment, the policy be adopted. 
 

14. WINNERSH FETE 
 
Cllr Southgate gave an update on the fete preparation as follows: 
 

• Cadet attendance confirmed. 

• Cllr Green continuing to work on the arena programme.   

• Flyers and programme being planned. 

• Organisations approached for sponsorship and raffle prizes. 
 

15. OLD FOREST ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER 
 
Wokingham Borough Council had invited letters of objections or support on the 
proposals to introduce a 30mph speed limit along Old Forest Road, Wokingham from its 
junction with A329 Reading Road to a point 100 metres northeast of its junction with 
Ashton Road, a distance of approximately 842 metres.  

 
A Notice of Proposal, Statement of Reasons, Draft Order and TRO Drawing was 
attached at Appendix 12.  The deadline for receipt of comments was 30th March 2023. 
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It was RESOLVED that the Clerk submit a letter of support. 

ACTION: CLERK 
 

16. READING ROAD ACTIVE TRAVEL SCHEME 
 
An email from WBC Active Travel Task and Finish Group is attached at Appendix 13. 
 
It was RESOLVED that either Cllr Green or Southgate would attend on behalf of WPC, 
depending on the time of the meeting. 

ACTION: CLLR GREEN/CLLR SOUTHGATE 
 

17. ORDERS FOR PAYMENT 

 
It was noted that the gas usage was high and needed monitoring. 
 
i. It was RESOLVED to approve the Schedule of Payments attached at Appendix 14. 
ii. It was RESOLVED that Cllrs Harper and Southgate would examine and authorise 

the payments listed on the schedule expect the payment to G Harper which would 
be authorised by Cllrs Green and Southgate. 

ACTION: CLLRS GREEN, HARPER & SOUTHGATE 

18. MINUTES FORMAT 
 
A briefing paper on suggested changes to the Council minute numbering was attached 
at Appendix 15. 
 
After discussion, it was RESOLVED that the current minute numbering format would 
continue without change. 
 

19. UTILITY CONTRACTS 
 
A briefing paper on utility contract renewal was attached at Appendix 16. 
 
It was noted that recent reports indicated gas prices were reducing and therefore it 
would be beneficial to only enter into one year contracts.  It was agreed that the 
electricity contracts should be for green electricity. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the Clerk take out new one year contracts for all supplies at the 
cheapest available rate, ensuring that the electric contract is green energy.  

ACTION: CLERK  
 
It was noted that an energy audit of all buildings would be beneficial and the Clerk 
would investigate this. 

ACTION: CLERK 
 

20. CIVIC AWARDS 
 
It was RESOLVED that the Civic Award scheme would be run in 2023 with a closing 
date for nominations of 30th April 2023.  The Clerk was asked to advertise the scheme. 
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ACTION: CLERK 
 
 

21. CLIMATE CHANGE EMERGENCY WORKING GROUP 
 
A report by Cllr Fishwick was attached at Appendix 17. Noted. 

22. WINNERSH SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT WORKING GROUP 
 
A report by Cllr Fishwick was attached at Appendix 18. Noted. 
 

23. LOCAL BUS SERVICES 
 
A briefing paper on a WBC request for contribution to local bus service funding was 
attached at Appendix 19. 
 
It was RESOLVED to defer this to a future meeting.  The Clerk was asked to request 
usage reports of Winnersh residents. 

ACTION: CLERK 
 

 
The meeting closed at 9.37pm. 
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